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OUR  VISION 

To create Global Knowledge Leaders for the holistic development of 

humanity. 

 

OUR  MISSION 

To develop individuals with capabilities to be true world leaders: 

through advanced scholarship, research, and innovation, facilitating a 

transdisciplinary approach to provide solutions for achieving sustainable 

goals of advancement. 

In line with this mission, Pragjyotishpur University aims to build a 

State-of-the-Art knowledge repository and create digital infrastructure for 

expanding the horizons of thought among all stakeholders. The University 

seeks to achieve these goals by generating an innovative and creative 

educational ecosystem to foster engagement with Business, Government, 

and Communities (BGC) for an overall constructive development. 

Upholding its mission, the university aims, too, at reinvigorating and 

nurturing institutional and social relationships across various levels of 

exchange between Bharat, Southeast Asia, and the world on the basis of 

implemented policies as envisaged in the NEP 2020 for the promotion of 

cultural pride and entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

OUR  VALUES 

Creativity, Self-awareness, Social Responsibility, Team Spirit, 

Humanity, Entrepreneurship, and Inclusiveness. 
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1. Words from the Chancellor, 

the Vice-Chancellor, and the Registrar 

 

1.1. FROM THE CHANCELLOR 

Pragjyotishpur, the city of eastern astrology, has 

made momentous contributions in strengthening the 

nation’s unity and the sociocultural fabric of our society. 

Our university is one of its kind in the field of a value-

based system of higher education. Our youth must excel 

in innovation and research and leverage technology for 

the benefit of the common person. The 21st Century 

will belong to knowledge-rich societies and nations like 

ours. I am sure that the sound academic and cultural 

grounding of the students will help the nation attain 

greater heights of excellence. 

Regards, 

Prof. Pradeep Kumar Joshi, 

Chancellor, 

Pragjyotishpur University. 

 

 

1.2. FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR 

Pragjyotishpur University was born in 2022 with 

a vision to create global knowledge leaders for the 

holistic development of humanity. It is a student-centric 

and teacher-driven University established with public 

support. Our commitment to upholding the National 

Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) in both word and 

deed has garnered immense expectations from across the 

nation. It is our collective responsibility to exceed these 

expectations, and this is achievable only through our 

unified efforts. It is both an honour and a source of 

immense pleasure that destiny has bestowed upon me 

the privilege of leading Pragjyotishpur University as its 

founding Vice-Chancellor. I embrace this role with 

profound dedication. 

Our university is not just an institution but also a 

family and a thriving ecosystem of knowledge, creativity, and diversity. It is a place where 

dreams are nurtured, where innovation flourishes, and where the pursuit of excellence knows 
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no bounds. In this context, I am elated to announce that our undergraduate programmes, 

initiated in this academic session (2023-24), fully align with the principles of the NEP 2020, 

with a special emphasis on  nurturing  our  cultural heritage and ’Bharatiyata.’ Already, we have 

implemented some of the finest practices in both research and teaching. With unwavering 

confidence, I predict that the days ahead will be defined by an abundance of opportunities, 

formidable challenges, and remarkable achievements. Together, as a united academic 

community, we will rise to the occasion, for Pragjyotishpur University stands as a beacon of 

knowledge, a fountain of inspiration, and a catalyst for positive change. I extend my warm 

regards to each and every one of you and eagerly anticipate the exciting and transformative 

journey that lies ahead. 

Warm regards, 

Prof. Smriti Kumar Sinha, 

Vice Chancellor, 

Pragjyotishpur University. 

 

 

1.3. FROM THE REGISTRAR 
 

The historic name of ancient Assam is 

Pragjyotishpur. The place where the sun rises is adored 

as Pragjyotishpur; the place where astrology was studied 

first is Pragjyotishpur; the heartland of Bharatiya culture 

and civilisation is Pragjyotishpur. Pragjyotishpur 

University is named after this historicity. 

The University stepped up with the formation of a 

non-governmental organisation known as the 

Shankardev Education and Research Foundation 

(SERF), which is the sponsoring body of the University. 

Pragjyotishpur University has now established itself as 

one of the Higher Education Institutions in Northeast in 

particular and in Bharat in general. 

Regards, 

Prof. Jogesh Kakati, 

Professor & Registrar, 

Pragjyotishpur University. 
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2. About Pragjyotishpur University 

 

2.1. THE SPONSORING BODY: SERF 

 

The Shankardev Education and Research Foundation (SERF) is a trust formally 

established on Sunday, the 22nd of August 2021, at Guwahati, Assam. It is a voluntary 

organisation that envisions quality higher education along with inculcation of the sense of 

Bharatiya life values in students. The SERF aims to work on two fronts for realising its 

objectives: 

1. Developing educational institutions. 

2. Collaborating with educational institutions. 

As a part of its first objective, Pragjyotishpur University has come into being with the 

enactment of the Pragjyotishpur University Act No. XLVI of 2022 by the Government of 

Assam. Today, the SERF is the Sponsoring Body of the University. 

Immediately after its establishment, the SERF, taking a step towards its second 

objective, conducted a series of academic deliberations and knowledge dissemination 

exercises. The outcome was the Two-Day North-East Education Conclave 2021, which was 

organised from 20-21 November 2021 at Guwahati Medical College & Hospital Auditorium 

and at Assam Administrative Staff College, Guwahati. The conclave aimed to illustrate the 

basic premise of NEP 2020, its challenges, and experiences related to its implementation in 

some of the major states in Bharat. 

This was the biggest Education Conclave in Northeast Bharat in recent years and was 

attended by many personalities of note: among them, the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam, Dr. 

Himanta Biswa Sarma; the Union Minister for Education, Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan; five education ministers from the states of 

Manipur, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, and Assam; representatives of the Education 

Ministers of Nagaland, Mizoram, and Tripura; and resource persons from various reputed 

organisations such as the AICTE, the NCERT, the NCTE, the UGC, IIMs, IITs, Central 

Universities, colleges, and schools. 

Going ahead, the SERF organised the Pragjyotishpur Literature Festival 2023, an 

extraordinary literary extravaganza held from 29 September-1 October 2023 in Guwahati. The 

LitFest was aimed at familiarising and bonding the people of Bharat with the rich literary 

heritage of Northeast Bharat. It was also aimed at giving youth of the region an occasion to tap 
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into and become more aware of their own impressions regarding their roots in their cultures 

and literary traditions. 

 

2.2. THE UNIVERSITY 

 

The name ‘Pragjyotishpur’ connotes rays of primordial light and, in ancient times, 

signified the geographic area that spans much of what is Northeast Bharat today. This name 

has been mentioned even in texts as old as the Rāmāyaṇa and the Mahābhārata. 

तत्र  प्राग्ज्योततषं  नाम  जातरूपमयं  पुरम् ... | 

रामायण, “तिष्किन्धािाण्ड”, ४२.३१ 

Honouring the rich and vibrant legacy associated with this name, Pragjyotishpur University 

came into being on Monday, the 17th of October 2022, with the enactment of the Pragjyotishpur 

University Act No. XLVI of 2022 by the Government of Assam. 

Pragjyotishpur University was founded with a resolve to nurture a centre of world-class 

education and research driven by a cross-cutting approach for overcoming barriers to 

knowledge creation, sustenance, and dissemination. Each and every corner of this university 

rings with the rhythm of the true essence of Jñāna (knowledge), Prajñā (wisdom), and Satya 

(truth), three principles explicitly incorporated in the mandate of the National Education Policy 

(NEP) 2020. Pragjyotishpur University can accordingly be seen as a seat of learning out of the 

NEP 2020. 

 

2.3. OUR VISION 

 

To create Global Knowledge Leaders for the holistic development of humanity. 

 

2.4. OUR MISSION 

 

To develop individuals with capabilities to be true world leaders: through advanced 

scholarship, research, and innovation, facilitating a transdisciplinary approach to provide 

solutions for achieving sustainable goals of advancement. 

In line with this mission, Pragjyotishpur University aims to build a State-of-the-Art 

knowledge repository and create digital infrastructure for expanding the horizons of thought 

among all stakeholders. The University seeks to achieve these goals by generating an 
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innovative and creative educational ecosystem to foster engagement with Business, 

Government, and Communities (BGC) for an overall constructive development. 

Upholding its mission, the university aims, too, at reinvigorating and nurturing institutional 

and social relationships across various levels of exchange between Bharat, Southeast Asia, and 

the world on the basis of implemented policies as envisaged in the NEP 2020 for the promotion 

of cultural pride and entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

2.5. OUR VALUES 

 

Creativity, Self-awareness, Social Responsibility, Team Spirit, Humanity, 

Entrepreneurship, and Inclusiveness. 

Pragjyotishpur University echoes the muse of the famous saying of the Gita, invoking the 

essence of true knowledge by seeking to create brave, compassionate, dedicated, firm, patriotic, 

and steady human beings through inculcation of a sense of Aikya (unity), Anuśāsana 

(discipline), Dhairya (patience), Karuṇā (compassion), Satyānvēṣaṇa (quest for truth), and 

Śraddhā (reverence) in learners. Thus, this unique academic institution will imbibe in the minds 

of learners such qualities as accountability, dedication, innovation, openness of mind, 

patriotism, scientific temper, social responsibility, and transparency. 

 

2.6. BEST PRACTICES 

 

The best practices of the University include its research and academic plans as well as 

a horizontal-cum-vertical model of incorporation of content from Bhāratīya Jñana Paramparā 

or Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in course curricula. 

a. Research Plan: Faculty members shall be encouraged to conduct research on different 

trending and important topics. All faculty members are to maintain a progress card of their 

research work. The Vice-Chancellor of the University shall monitor the progress of the 

research work  by faculty once a week. 

b. Academic Plan: All faculty members shall regularly create comprehensive study materials 

for their classes. Faculty members are encouraged to implement the best pedagogies while 

delivering content for their classes. Every faculty member is to maintain a progress card 

of his/her teaching goals. The Vice-Chancellor of the University shall monitor the progress 

of teaching-learning activities by faculty once a week. 
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c. Bhāratīya Jñana Paramparā (IKS) in curricula: Every discipline’s curriculum shall 

place sufficient emphasis on IKS. The course curriculum of every discipline shall include 

at least 5% of content about Bhāratīyatā, according to NEP 2020. The implementation of 

IKS shall follow a horizontal-cum-vertical model in the curriculum: horizontal 

implementation of IKS will be in the form of introduction of subjects such as Bharat Bodh; 

vertical implementation shall come through incorporation of units/topics across discipline-

specific courses in a way that establishes connections between the present-day corpus of 

knowledge and its parallels in IKS. 

 

2.7. STATUTORY BODIES 

 

Governing Body 

• Prof. Pradeep Kumar Joshi, Chancellor & Chairperson 

• Prof. Smriti Kumar Sinha, Vice-Chancellor 

• Prof. Kailash Chandra Sharma, Member 

• Prof. Parimal Chandra Bhattacharya, Member 

• Prof. Sudeshna Bhattacharjya, Member-Secretary 

• Prof. Jogesh Kakati, Registrar & Member 

• Dr. Niranjan Kalita, Member 

• Dr. Jagadindra Raychoudhury, Member 

• Shri Sajjan Bhajanka, Member 

 

Academic  Council 

• Prof. Arup Kr. Dey, Professor, Department of English, Assam University, Silchar 

• Prof. Ashok Singh Sairam, Department of Mathematics, Indian Institute of 

Technology, Guwahati 

• Dr. Bhaskarjyoti Sarma, Associate Professor, Department of Language and 

Linguistics, Anundoram Borooah Institute of Language, Art & Culture, Guwahati 

• Prof. Chandra Charu Tripathi, Director, National Institute of Technical Teachers 

Training and Research, Bhopal 

• Dr. Debahari Talukdar, Director, Centre for Open Learning, Gauhati University, 

Guwahati 

• Dr. Dibyajyoti Mahanta, Dean, Study Center, Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open 
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University, Guwahati 

• Prof. Dilip Deka (Retd.), Professor, Department of Statistics, Nalbari College, Nalbari 

• Prof. Irom Gambhir Singh, Professor and Head, Department of English and Cultural 

Studies, Manipur University, Imphal 

• Dr. Joram Aniya Tana, Head and Associate Professor, Department of Hindi, Dera 

Natung Government College, Itanagar 

• Prof. Krishna Prasad Gogoi, Professor, Department of Education, Dibrugarh 

University, Dibrugarh 

• Prof. Manjula Devi, Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati 

• Dr. Milan Rani Jamatia, Associate Professor, Department of Hindi, Tripura University, 

Agartala 

• Prof. Munindra Kakati, Professor, Department of Business Administration, Gauhati 

University, Guwahati 

• Dr. Neelima Goswami (Retd.), Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Arya 

Vidyapeeth College, Guwahati 

• Prof. Nilima Bhagabati (Retd.), Professor and Fmr. Head, Department of Education, 

Gauhati University, Guwahati 

• Prof. Pradip Jyoti Mahanta (Retd.), Professor, Department of Cultural Studies, Tezpur 

University, Tezpur 

• Prof. Ratul Mahanta, Professor, Department of Economics, and Academic Registrar, 

Gauhati University, Guwahati 

• Dr. Rouhin Deb, Chief Economic Advisor, Government of Assam 

• Dr. Samiron Phukan, Company Executive 

• Prof. Sarala Talukdar Barman (Retd.), Professor and Fmr. Head, Department of 

Zoology, Bajali College (presently Bhattadev University), Pathsala 

• Dr. Sanjay Kumar Deka, Associate Professor, Department of Botany, Darrang College, 

Tezpur 

• Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Ningombam, Coordinator, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam Centre for 

Policy Research & Analysis, Indian Institute of Management, Shillong 

• Prof. Shankar Jyoti Basumatary, Dean, Lakshmibai National Institute of Physical 

Education, North East Regional Centre, Sonapur 

• Prof. Shyamanta Moni Hazarika, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Indian 

Institute of Technology, Guwahati 
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• Dr. Soumitra Puzari, Associate Professor, Department of History, Jorhat College 

(Amalgamated), Jorhat 

• Prof. Vandana Mishra, Professor, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, Delhi 

• Prof. Venukapalli Sudhakar, Professor of Education, English and Foreign Languages 

University, Hyderabad 

• Prof. Vineet Shrivastava, Professor, Department of Planning & Architecture, Mizoram 

University, Aizawl 

 

Advisory  Board 

• Dr. Anupam Mishra, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Central Agricultural University, 

Imphal 

• Prof. Amalendu Chakrabarty, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Rabindranath Tagore 

University, Hojai 

• Prof. Ganga Prasad Prasain, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Tripura University, Agartala 

• Prof. Gautam Barua, Hon’ble Director, Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati 

• Prof. Jiten Goswami 

• Prof. Kamal Malla Bujarbaruah, Hon’ble Fmr. Vice-Chancellor, Assam Agriculture 

University, Jorhat 

• Prof. N. Lokendra Singh, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Manipur University, Imphal 

• Prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta, Advisor, Education Department, Government of Assam 

• Prof. Nirmal Baruah 

• Prof. Prabha Shankar Shukla, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, North-Eastern Hill 

University, Shillong 

• Prof. Prahlad R. Joshi, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Kumar Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit & 

Ancient Studies University, Nalbari 

• Prof. R. P. Tiwari, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Central University of Punjab, Bathinda 

• Prof. Ramesh Chandra Deka, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Cotton University, Guwahati 

• Prof. Tejasvi Venkappa Kattimani, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Central Tribal University 

of Andhra Pradesh, Kondakarakam 

• Prof. Dhananjay Singh, Centre for English Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

Delhi 

• Prof. Malinee Goswami (Retd.), Department of Assamese, Gauhati University, 
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Guwahati 

• Dr. Bibhas Ch. Das Purkayastha, Fmr. Principal, Pandu College, Guwahati 

• Padmashree Ajoy Kumar Dutta, Social Worker & Activist 

• Padmashree Dr. Mangal Singh Hazowary, Writer & Sahitya Akademi Awardee 

• Padmashree Ram Koi Wangme Jemmi 

• Shri Anupam Deka, Entrepreneur 

• Shri Debojit Saikia 

• Shri Diganta Biswa Sarma, Professor of Practice, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh 

• Smt. Janhabi Phukan 

• Smt. Manju Bora, Filmmaker 

• Sri Sri Nanigopal Deva Goswami, Satradhikar, Dakhinpat Satra 

• Shri Ratan Thiyam, Playwright and Theatre Director 
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3. Academics 

 

3.1. PROGRAMMES 

 

School of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 

B.A. with Honours in: 

• Assamese 

• Economics 

• English 

• History 

• Political Science 

• Psychology 

• Sanskrit 

• Sociology 

 

School of Commerce and Business Management 

B.Com. with Honours in: 

• Accounting & Taxation 

• Finance 

 

School of Natural and Applied Sciences 

B.Sc./B.C.A. with Honours in: 

• Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning 

• Data Science 

B.Sc. with Honours in: 

• Yogic Science 

• Psychology 

 

School of Performing Arts 

B.P.A. with Honours in: 

• Vocal (Classical, Bargeet, and Folk) 

• Dance (Satriya and Folk) 

 

NB: Each course offered shall carry a specified credit depending upon the quantum of work 

involved in the course. One credit of a course implies the quantum of work done corresponding 

to 1 hour of theory class or 2 hours of practical/fieldwork or 4 hours of research every week 

during a semester. Theory classes include classroom lectures and tutorials. 
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3.2. FEE STRUCTURE 
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4. Events and Activities 

 

Notable developments heading into the foundation of 

Pragjyotishpur University on Monday, 17 October 2022 

 

 

Formation of the Shankardev 

Education and Research 

Foundation (SERF), sponsoring 

body of Pragjyotishpur 

University (PU) on Sunday, 22 

August 2021. 

 

Formal handing over of Detailed 

Project Report to the Hon’ble 

Education Minister of the 

Government of Assam, Dr. 

Ranoj Pegu, on Friday, 11 March 

2022. 

 

NEP 2020: A Roadmap to 

Change, book edited by Prof. 

Jogesh Kakati (R), formally 

released (from L-R) by Shri K. 

N. Raghunandan ji, Shri Ullhas 

Kulkarni ji, Hon’ble Vice-

Chancellor of Tripura 

University, Prof. G. P. Prasain, 

and Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of 

North-Eastern Hill University 

(NEHU), Prof. P. S. Shukla, at 

NEHU Guest House on 

Saturday, 16 July 2022. 
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Notable developments post 17 October 2022 

 

 
(From R-L) Shri K. N. 

Raghunandan ji, Dr. Jagadindra 

Raychoudhury, Prof. Pradeep 

Kumar Joshi (prior to being 

appointed as Chancellor of 

Pragjyotishpur University), and 

Dr. Pawan Tiwari ji meet the then 

Governor of Assam, Hon’ble Prof. 

Jagdish Mukhi, on Thursday, 5 

January 2023. 

 

Appointment of Prof. Pradeep 

Kumar Joshi (fourth from right), 

on Friday, 6 January 2023, as 

Chancellor of Pragjyotishpur 

University. 

 

Maiden meeting of Governing 

Body convened on Friday, 6 

January 2023. 

 

Appointment of Prof. Jogesh 

Kakati (C), on Sunday, 8 January 

2023, as Registrar of 

Pragjyotishpur University. 

  


